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Hop over to Pragué -\



get an overview of Prague



We stay at(tI]e Hotel Imperial,
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The Minister’s flag is flying:
he's not out-of-country.
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View of Prague from the castle. g -
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The Soviet-era communications-tour was

voted "2nd ugliest structure in the world",
~ so they beautified it w/ "cherubs”
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also in town that'dayma’Gay Pride parade
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w 0 _ ..‘; of buses.take us to the Danubeg




... driving past Czech countryside
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The Danube has flood numerous times
over the centuries.
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ﬁfvery grand cathedral (St 'S}tepher_r'.s')__-fn-l" a small town,




with an ornate silver alter,
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and a grand organ.a.

= -




start the Cl't.'ﬂ 3

=
i




— =2 "‘“Jf\']“\”]”} =+ L;‘I \T”{ J-J.i.'ﬁwff_:;i_'y;urnq,ﬂh Uki*".‘-lfﬂ.lﬂ:l.r.a_.a]!{; >

-




bin: modern, and with a private shower



down a long hallway on the top (3rd) level}




Lectures & "Morning Briefings” in the "Panorama Lounge".
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The bar. nner, who needs it?)







The pilot in his cabin on the top deck.
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The top deck: great for.relaxing -- if. only there was'the time!



freat service!



| 4 &
We went as Alumni of the Univ. of Arizona (shtﬁgn here w/ the ship Captain),
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The mixing of the various waters.
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.. just be sure to duck for the low bridges!
(The pilot's cabin retracted down into the deck,
and the railing could be folded down if need be.)
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Although the clouds may. have looked: threatemng,
~we had perfect_weather the f ﬁ' ﬁ'i'éE*
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- Mel K, AustriL. ‘ﬂ*
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The monastery had Escher-like walkways,



... and 5piral‘ staircases.
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Old Austrian buildings also had ceramic stnvhe'?.--
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s time to head back to the ship

But when you start to see giant pink rabbits, it
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Our morning briefingjsthis.time by a government minister,
on the Velvet Revulutip‘ﬁ@ng;:fﬁ% end of communism in Czechoslovakia.
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Napoleonic battles were granted tax breaks
Other's then embedded cannon-balls=

in their walls as a tax dodge.
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<. however, some of the rd/::ls are closed in adVance of a holiday festival,
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We finﬁﬁy mhe it to withih"the castiewalls;
butit's still a ways to the 700-year-old'Matthias,Churchs=
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Like all good castles, thisone is surrounded by a wall.
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By special-dispensation;-this saint.can have'a crnzs”"m a'double bar.
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S Andithe castle grounds are Keptspotless:
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A great view from the casitle of the Peirlia}nent Building
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Meander backinto town...
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__Vajdahunyad Castle
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Szééhenyi Thé}mél: Bathin City Park
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... rortunately, our boat found a docking place.
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... and then sip Champagne on the Shuffleboard Deck and cruiééit"_'

e FiVer. night-life.



Liberty Statue ét night.
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Destination: Pécs (rh es with “MeSh” 5%

(It's a college town: ?1%-;@15@;'-' bonald




Purpose of the excursion: the Cathedral






S

T
A LENN Yy,

ol '“.- _.—. = ¢ 1 i (P el i - _ " ) - ; .. e
“\_'-_?I ; = : . e S Farle ) -
.ﬂ\:: - : . i s rnes

-
E

'3 With nice paintings on the wa




:'ji'l

3
~

RS Y.

AImpz 9 ¢ (52502 @ - .luu.._.-i
“? '; k" ""5-._ -

L
et

e ...l‘-'"" - .
~ .‘!E:r rl | S
!'p .-"__F G

- BL ﬂ:..r"HLuu]u

=

" o
; ...;-._ ; _.’_..-;:‘__.-_'-:.

_—




.‘: i N S
i 7
!
£

= AT )

) [

l'..ﬂ?lﬂ"‘l"ﬂ.!"
P TN LT T

o '?_".‘F'.;-. 3

|

‘Eﬂmﬁ T

A P A & NN e
R VLT [

=

™

(
e

il

'!ﬁiln'".

=11 b| @

i
1

- -5-

Tt | il

arizarsal far !rg# -'a""”f-"l- '.



BTty East. )



"»-1\.[-.]. i — "
£ ”ﬂ '|'|JH|.'LI.: o
‘-‘—" 'l:h' 1g 3 (U

\:.U 1 2 SEETC) '
- l\- "\I-\




"‘*-1.‘11/1-*‘ \( Y \]/ \\[
] |
| | ‘: |

The UNESCO World Heritage
site of Péecs

The World Heritage Convention concerning the protectien of world cultural and natural heritage was
adapted in 1972 and makes international co-operation possible so as to conserve and
protect the universal cultural and natural legacy of the World. So far, 161 countries
have joined the Convention, including Hungary in 1985.The Late Roman, partly Early
Christian cemetery of Sopianae, the Roman predecessor of Pecs, was inscribed on
the World Heritage List in 2000. The burial chambers and memorial chapels of the
Sopianae cemetery illustrate the unique early Christian sepulchral art and architecture
of the northern and western Roman provinces of the Roman Empire in a versatile
and complex way. The logo of the World Heritage site in Pécs is a bronze Christ
monogram which was ariginally part of the suspension of an oil lamp. The pendant
symbolising Christ is comprised of the Greek letters X {khi) and P (rho), the initial
letters of Christ's Greek name (Khristos) thus called Christ monogram. On the item
found in Pécs. the Greek letters A (alpha) and Q (omega) symbolising the beginning

A krisztogram | The Christogram | Christogramm and the end can also be seen.

some of the earliest Christian artifacts.
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... to a 4th Century burial chamber,/
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- The ‘mosque™of pasha Qasim theVictorious,
: puillt by the'.ﬁttu%ans, convertedinto a church.



Note that the dume is. tupp‘é'__ =
by both'a crescent and'a‘cross.
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....and back to thebuses and the present,
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... with piping running'éverywhere
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... sorry ‘bout the recent past; we're all better,n OW..... .
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A wew from the fortress: the Ada Bridge
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....and a commercial district.
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Serbia went through a.bought of hyper-in atior
(For a couple bucks, you could becqp'ne 4 trilltlinnéire!)
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a glowing demunstraann of the Tesla C I‘.






The sphere CONtAIMAEINIKOIaNesla’s ashes.
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... and a group doing Ukrainian folk dance.
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Back on the



... where we're treated to music and folk-dance on the top-deck.









_ Next morning: all on-deck for “the Iron Gate" --
| the Danube’s gorge through the Carpathian Mountains









Ménastirea: Mracnm ,Zthe Underwater Monastery”: originally builtin 1523,
attacked by the Ottomans, Febuil A I000cd By tHES0VIE oM MNOW Feb Ui Basaintin i 993-2000>




Decebalus, last king of Dacia, who fought against the ."x {c] @perurs Domitian & Trajan.
(The sculpture was carved_p’] 9 4=2004.)
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The lock & dam complex also provides hydro-electric power toithe region.



Goulash Communism, and Other Recipes

Slavenka Drakuli¢, A Guided Tour
Through the History of Communism

Ms. Piggy (not Miss), political
scientist and author of best-selling

cookbook

“I would argue that politics is—
cooking.”

“There was no goulash in the
gulag—and there was no gulag in
goulash communism.”

What was goulash communism,
how did it work, and was it
successful?

Munist countries.

Morning lecture: cnnsurﬁerism in the diffe
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The Water Castle” (built 1914)
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A street market
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Get off the boat for the last time, leave the Danube, to go to Vidin, Bulgaria.



Tour the Sveti Nikolay. (St Nicholas) Church
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‘the Sveti Nikolay Church






(with nice chandeliers)



St [ 1

Next door: the medieval church.
the Ottomansallowed them, but only if lower than the garden walls.









e buses and tour Vidin.
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the moat and walls.of the medieval Vidin fortress, Baba Vida



The medieval Vidin fortress, Eaba Vida
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... and then continue the ride south.
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The dl]tskirts of Sofia.
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HACAEACTBOTO HA APEBEH PUM
THE HERITAGE OF ANCIENT ROME

"CothuA & MOAT PUMT € BREKAHKHAA MMNepaTop KOHCTAHTHH Beark i M Codma XoTea baakaH ce
HaMHpPa B eNHLEHTbPA HA HAKOMALWHOTO TPaKMACKD ceane CepaMka, vacT oT PUMCKaTa umnepus. B
ABOPa MeXAY XOTeAd W [PE3MAEHTCTROTO CB MBAMIA poToHAaTa Ce. Meopry - noctpoeda npes IV B 1
£ HaW-CTapara 3anaeHa NoCTpoRKka B Codhua, B KOMNASKEA & 3aNa3eH W YacT OT PHMCKH MET Ha NoEEYe
o1 2000 rosnHm,

Emperor Constantine The Great has famously exclaimed .Sofia is my Rome” and Sofia Hotel Balkan
in the epicenter of what was once the Thracian city of Serdica, part of the Roman empire. In the
courtyard between Sofia Hotel Balkan and the Presidency you can find the rotunda St. George - built
in the IV-th century, it Is the oldest standing building in Sofia. Also preserved in the complex is an old
Roman road, dating back more than 2000 years.

Poriraam Co. TEOpry B

ABOP WO Coden XOmea Baakan.
The rosunda 5. Geange In the
o tyard ol Safla Holel BRaloan.

FRvali i M Wl NOBEae 07 2000 ro e
B ascgs ma Cochin domes Baskan
Roman road dating back mane than [N
2000 years, shusted o e courbyard e
af Sofla Holel Balkan
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| nver 2,000 years old.
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Banya Bashi Mosque
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I8 5 A close-Up of Sofia, the goddessiof Wisdom (and-so she has'a wis

-

Ny Eoy h

=

'|..
1

v

e






., LR

pan(broken) communist monument
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sseyou can even get a "Big Mac.
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A Village Dog" enjoying being enjoyed.
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1. Kphina kyna

2. Mpagcea peangyoan

1. TpweriAna Kyna
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A diagram of the ancient City under the modern city.
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sélhe tour-group is busedto. the nearby mountains for one last dinner.



| | 1] -
i . &

4 lwa

\ SOMme of the'newer:-dévelopments,- .
R I ———— .=

L




.
e
Yo

....and up into the hills overlooking the town.
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Then get on the buses



and head for the airport -- the trip is over. Bye!



